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The Narrower Path 
By Dorothy Conant Stroud 


HE path of life that was once so 
wide 
Grows narrower day by day, 
And the flowers which once profusely 
bloomed 
Grow withered and fade — 
I cannot say that God loves me less 
Or that He has ceased to care; 
The narrower path is sweeter far, 
For Christ walks the nearer there! 


Just Plain ABC 


In the Scriptures there are, as it 
were, waters to the ankles, to the knees, 
to the waist, and “waters to swim in” 
(Ezek. 47:3-5). That is, the Gospel is 
simple enough for a child to understand, 
and yet so profound that the greatest 
theologians have spent years plumbing 
its depths. “Christ died for us” (Rom. 
5:8) and “Christ died for our sins” (1 
Cor. 15:3) are comparatively simple 
phrases in short words that anyone can 
understand; but who can fully grasp or 
expound this: “For he hath made him 
to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that 
we might be made the righteousness of 
God in him”? (2 Cor. 5:21.) To illus- 
trate how the Good News can be ex- 
plained in simple terms is the following 
from Park Tucker in “Prison Is My 
Parish”: 1 “One day in the Federal 
awe 

1From “Prison Is My Parish, the Story of 
Park Tucker,” as told to George Burnham. 
(Fleming H. Revell Co., Westwood, N. J.) 





Penitentiary at Atlanta, I asked an in- 
mate to give me a good theological 
analysis for the redemption of man. He 
took the Bible from my desk and opened 
it. He said, ‘I am a Christian because I 
have accepted—“Behold, now is the 
accepted time.”’ He turned to another 
portion and said, ‘I am a Christian be- 
cause I believe—“Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved 

.’’ Another turn, and he showed 
me the monumental Scripture, “. . . but 
as many as received him, to them gave 
he power to become the sons of God 

.” He added: ‘Chaplain, it’s just 
plain A.B.C.—Accept, Believe, Confess.’ 
No university or seminary has ever of- 
fered a better analysis.” On the last 
word, “confess,” the inmate (or the 
chaplain) would have done well to add, 
“That if thou shalt confess with thy 
mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe 
in thine heart that God hath raised him 
from the dead, thou shalt be saved” 


(Rom, 10:9). Anyway, the short out- 
line is good doctrine and emphasizes 
three aspects of the sinner’s part. In- 
cidentally—since reference has just been 
made to the object lesson of the waters 
given to Ezekiel (47th chapter) —readers 
may be interested in the quaint and 
helpful application made by Stephen 
Olford of England at a ministers’ meet- 
ing in Philadelphia not long ago. He 
said the waters coming to the ankles 
show our need of a holy walk in the 
Spirit; to the knees, our need to take 
time for prayer; “to the loins,” a re- 
minder of the Christian’s obligation to 
bear fruit. As for the “waters to swim 
in,” when a man is swimming only his 
head is seen; so believers should exalt 
their Head, who is Christ. Both these 
illustrations are reminders that, as we 
meditate on the Scriptures, we need 
open hearts and quiet minds before God; 
and that many of the greatest truths can 
be expressed in simple, everyday words. 


The Process of Sifting 


By J. Stuart Holden, D.D. 


“The Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, 
Satan hath desired to have you, that he 
may sift you as wheat; but I have prayed 
for thee, that thy faith fail not: and 
when thou art converted, strengthen thy 
brethren” (Luke 22:31, 32). 


HESE words are not only Christ's 
warning to His servant, Peter, in 
view of the near approach of that 
critical temptation which we now as 
sociate with his life; but they are also 
a description of those processes which 
are always going on in every life, and 
which may be thus described: There is, 
first of all, the Adversary; there is the 
attacked one; and there is the Advocate. 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“But unto the tribe of Levi 
Moses gave not any inheritance: 
the Lord God of Israel was their 
inheritance, as he said unto them” 
(Josh. 13:33). 








Satan is always seeking to work out his 
own evil purposes, and God allows him 
to do so. The child of God is ever the 
center of a great struggle between the 
forces of good and the forces of evil. 
And there is the ever-present, though 
unseen, Intercessor, whose prayers fence 
round the child of God, and whose grace 
strengthens him that his faith fails not. 

“Simon, Simon, behold Satan hath ob- 
tained you by asking.” This is, perhaps, 
one of the most notable interpretations 
of this word, which those to whom was 
committed the task of revising the New 
Testament have suggested and recom- 
mended, That word “you” is in the 
plural. “Satan hath obtained you all 
by asking, that he may sift you as 
wheat.” But, says the Lord to Peter, “I 
have prayed for thee,” as a man who is 
in special peril. 

“Satan hath obtained you by asking.” 
This is a most striking word, There 


is 
only one precedent for it, and that is 
of 


to be found in the second chapter 
Job, where Satan parleys thus with God. 
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“I will prove the sincerity of Job’s pro- 
fession. I will test his good faith.” God 
permitted Satan to rob Job of his chil- 
dren, and of his property, and of all 
that he had, save that he was not per- 
mitted to take his life. And the impli- 
cation is that God had confidence in His 
servant Job, that he would stand the 
test. And what happened to Job when 
God allowed him thus to be tested and 
tempted by the Evil One is happening 
to us all the time. Satan is obtaining 
the right to sift as wheat those who, in 
any degree whatsoever, profess alle- 
giance and loyalty to the Son. of God. 
It is this which gives to us the inter- 
pretation of the great mystery of temp- 
tation: that temptation, while it is pre- 
ventable, is not, in fact, prevented by 
the divine love, because it is necessary 
for the truest and fullest development 
of our lives. Behind every form of it, 
great and small, seen and unseen, is the 
evil desire and purpose of Satan. And 
it is only as the believer keeps in con- 
stant touch with the Lord Jesus Christ 
that Satan’s desire can be frustrated. 

This word of the Master’s can well be 
considered under three heads: (1) The 
Sifting Permitted; (2) The Supplication 
Presented; (3) The Service Postponed. 

1, The Sifting Permitted. The purpose 
of Satan, undoubtedly, is to destroy the 
wheat, and to save the chaff. But God’s 
purpose is to destroy the chaff, and to 
save the wheat. We all know what 
wheat is; but what is chaff? It is that 
by which the living grain is surrounded 
and clothed. The sifting of the chaff 
from the wheat is just the getting rid 
of the husks. Hence, it is not difficult 
to understand that the chaff signifies 
that which belongs to the old life in 
every believer—the temper, the habits, 
the disposition, the selfishness. God 
permits the sifting, painful though it be, 
in order to get rid of those things. This 
is best illustrated in the life of the one 
to whom Christ spoke these words. 
“Simon”—that is the old life, the chaff; 
the unstable, unsatisfactory character. 
“Peter”—that is the new man, the wheat; 
the man of rock, the man of character. 
From the very commencement of his 
life, when Jesus called him from the 
fishing boat to follow him, right up to 
the end, Christ was constantly seeking 
to get rid of the old life in Peter, that 
the new life might stand forth in power 
and usefulness. 

Now Satan always purposes destruc- 
tion and loss. God always purposes de- 
velopment and newness of life. We 
know how the process of sifting the 


wheat and the chaff went on in the day _ 


when Christ walked the earth. The 
farmer would heap them both together 
upon something akin to a great shovel, 
and then he would toss them up and 
down in the wind, and as the wind blew 
through the grain, the chaff would be 
blown away,:and the wheat would re- 
main, What a picture of the experience 
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of temptation! Temptation because of 
the opposition around, or because of the 
providential ordering of life. Tempta- 
tion to passion, to resentment, to pride. 
“Satan hath desired to have you, that 
he may sift you as wheat,” says the 
Lord. And He permits it, in order that 
you may lose the husks; that your life 
may be strong, and pure, and holy. 
While the process is going on, there is 
ever a danger of men losing their reli- 
ance upon God, because of their being 
unable to identify their experiences 
with God’s assurances. The peril is 
that when men are in the very grip of 
temptation, they trust to religion, and 
not to Christ Himself. The peril is that 
they should put their trust in creeds, 
and all those things which go to make 
up the externals of religion, and not in 
Christ Himself. 

2. The Supplication Presented. “Satan 
hath obtained you by asking in order to 
sift you, but [and, oh, what almighty 
power there is in Christ’s ‘but’], I have 
prayed for thee.” Satan’s design will 
be frustrated, and his devices will be 
restricted by My intercession, says 
Christ in effect. Oh, what strength to 
the poor, tempted soul! Those of you 
who are harassed, distressed, perplexed, 
if you remember nothing else, remem- 
ber this word of Jesus: “I have prayed 
for you, for you individually. I have a 
perfect knowledge of your temperament, 
and of your poor resources. I have 
prayed for you that your faith may not 
fail.” Oh, the wonderful individuality 
of the prayers of Christ! It surrounds 
the tempted soul with a wall of fire, 
this assurance that Christ is praying for 
him. What does it mean? It does not 
mean that our great High Priest is re- 
peating requests to God which God is, 
in any way, unwilling to grant. Rather 
is it a presentation to the Father of His 
own perfect sacrifice as the fulfilled con- 
dition, and as the channel whereby 
alone the grace of God can come to men. 
That is the plea of Jesus Christ, our 
great Advocate. When we are tempted 








Martha Snell Nicholson 


Goes Home 


ORD has just come that Martha 
Snell Nicholson (Mrs. Howard 
Wren Nicholson), whose beautiful, 
Scriptural poems have been such an in- 
spiration and comfort to SuNDAY ScHOOL 
Trmes readers for twenty-five years, 
went to be with her Lord on June 27. 
Mrs, Nicholson had been crippled by 
arthritis and confined to her room for 
many years and had suffered greatly. 
Details of her Home-going are not yet 
in hand other than that it was peaceful. 
Her autobiography and a-number of 
volumes of her verse have been pub- 
lished by Moody Press, Chicago 10, and 
are still available. 
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to forget all that He has done for us in 
redeeming us; when we are tempted to 
forget “the blood that bought us,” and 
to deny “the love that sought us,” let 
us remember that “he ever liveth to 
make intercession for them” (Heb. 7:25). 

This word of the Lord Jesus implies 
the possibilities of the life of the tempt- 
ed one. It will be recalled that He said 
on an earlier occasion to His disciple, 
“Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona... 
thou art Peter, and upon this rock I 


(Continued on page 572) 








Notes on Open Letters 
An Enthusiastic Subscriber 


As a subscriber to your Sunday 
school weekly I fee] absolutely com- 
pelled to commend your staff for such 
didactic material. I have read many 
different quarterlies and even experi- 
mented with a couple of the highly 
regarded commentaries, but most 
times I felt they failed to clarify their 
lessons. The reason for it was that 
they became too opinionated and 
oftentimes pedantic. I feel that the 
average born-again Christian desires 
a mastery of the Bible, but it just isn’t 
practical for him to take a formal 
course through college-level media. 
Therefore he must utilize the Sunday 
school system: study every day in 
preparation for that particular Sun- 
day’s lesson. 

Your paper is second to none. I 
find inspiration, consolation, informa- 
tion, beautiful illustrations that I can 
fully comprehend, and well-thought- 
out Sunday school lessons. I really 
admire [the absence of] the thing I 
haven’t found in the Trmes: question- 
able, debatable, controversial opinions 
concerning the lesson itself. 

I believe you know that there are 
some quarterlies and commentaries 
that lead the reader to believe that 
what the Church needs is a modern, 
radical, “wink-your-eye-at-sin” out- 
look. on things spiritual. But praise 
God there is one publisher who has 
the courage and determination to print 
God-inspired articles and _ lessons, 
withaut tossing in selfish thoughts. 

Please do me a favor, and don’t alter 
your setup in this wonderful weekly. 
I pledge my nightly prayers for your 
organization, that there should not in- 
filtrate “Modern Theologists” in your 
staff.—A New York reader. 

This hearty letter was most gratifying 
to the Editorial staff and will be also 
to the Times lesson writers. It has al- 
ways been the aim of the Editors and 
writers to put into the hands of Sunday 
school teachers an abundance of helps 
on any given lesson, so that they will 
not need to consult many reference 
books themselves, though they should 
always use their own Bibles for study 
and teaching. The writers are carefully 
and prayerfully selected and many con- 


(Continued on page 573) 
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IV. Can the Invisible Church Produce Visible Results? 


What can be accomplished when the Holy Spirit 


is the true leader 


HE true universal Church is some- 

\f times called “invisible.” Christ is 

the head of the Church (Eph. 1: 
22, 23), but He is in Heaven and is not 
visible. The Church is bound together 
by the Holy Spirit who is the master 
architect, placing each newborn babe in 
God’s great temple built with living 
stones (Eph, 2:19-22). The Holy Spirit 
baptizes each new believer into the body 
of Christ (1 Cor, 12:13). The member- 
ship rolls of churches on earth contain 
saved and unsaved. There are no un- 
saved baptized by the Spirit into this 
spiritual body, neither are there any 
saved ones missing from it. 

The leadership over the Church is ex- 
ercised by Christ, the Head, who sent 
the Holy Spirit to guide her. So im- 
portant is the leadership of the Holy 
Spirit that the apostles could not make 
one move to fulfill their commission 
until the Holy Spirit came to take 
charge (Acts 1:4, 5). 

The phrase “invisible Church” is not 
found in Scripture. Neither is the word 
“trinity.” The ideas contained in these 
expressions, however, are distinctly 
taught in the Bible. Only the invisible 
Church can include all God’s children 
and exclude none. Does God use this 
company of believers who are bound 
together, not by pope or council, but 
by His Spirit? Indeed He does. Both 
the Bible and church history bear elo- 
quent witness that the blessed Holy 
Spirit has been the leader from the day 
of Pentecost until now and is the One 
who has kept God’s true testimony alive 
and unbroken. Many well-meaning but 
uninformed workers have ignored and 
slighted the indispensable ministry of 
the Spirit. 


The Only Effective Guide 

Some people believe the Bible, but do 
not realize that the Holy Spirit is the 
effective guide sent by Christ to teach, 
empower, and direct His work on earth. 
It is not enough to affirm a true creed; 
we must start with the Spirit and work 
under His guidance, or we shall fall 
into a disastrous error, 

A Christian testimony may hold a true 
confession of faith and yet fail to oper- 
ate constantly under the direction of the 
Spirit. Its weakness must eventually 
come to the surface. Joshua was con- 
fronted by a stranger. As any military 
commander would, General Joshua 
asked, “Art thou for us, or for our ad- 
versaries?” And he said, “Nay; but as 
captain of the host of the Lord am I 
now come. And Joshua fell on his face 
to the earth, and did worship, and said 


Among several good works done by 
members of the true Church, Mr. 
Price speaks of the faith missions. 
The Handbook of the Interdenomi- 
national Foreign Mission Associa- 
tion, compiled by J. Herbert Kane, 
shows that the Association, which 
was begun in 1917, now comprises 
thirty-six societies, with a _ total 
membership of over 6,300, who rep- 
resent almost twenty-five per cent 
of all the Protestant missionaries on 
the foreign field today. The com- 
bined budget of the member mis- 
sions now runs over 12 million dol- 
lars annually. But this is only one 
part of the missionary witness of 
true Christians. Mr. Price also men- 
tions city-wide evangelistic crusades, 
Bible institutes, Christian colleges, 
seminaries, and. radio broadcasts. 
This is his fourth and concluding 
article in this series. 








unto him, What saith my lord unto his 
servant?” (Josh. 5:13, 14.) 

Joshua learned the lesson which Dr. 
Walter Wilson used to explain like this: 
“Suppose you are working on your car. 
A neighbor comes along and you say, 
‘Neighbor, help me fix my car.’ You 
are the one in charge. He is just help- 
ing you.” There are two kinds of Chris- 
tian work. One originates with the Holy 
Spirit and is directed by Him. The 
other starts with man, though God's 
blessings are often implored on the 
work thus begun. 

The Church was led by the Holy 
Spirit from the very beginning, not by 
Peter and the other apostles. They are 
clearly subordinated to the Spirit. This 
is shown in the choice of Paul. The 
Eleven chose Matthias to fill Judas’ 
place. The Scripture says little more 
about him. Paul, however, was con- 
verted, commissioned as an apostle, and 
received the revelation of the Gospel 
direct from Heaven. The authority of 
the other apostles over him is distinctly 
disclaimed (Gal. 1:1, 11, 12, 15-19). 
Paul, instructed by the risen Christ 
through the Holy Spirit, was able to 
rebuke Peter on a doctrinal issue (Gal. 
2:11-14). This 'is-a deadly blow to eccle- 
siasticism which supposes that Christ 
left Peter or the apostolic company in 
authority over His work on earth. 

Paul’s example offers a precedent for 
Luther, Calvin,.Hudson Taylor, or any 
other man who may be raised up by the 
sovereign will of God to maintain a 
true witness to the faith. Paul’s Gospel 


By OLIVER W. PRICE, Th.M. 


was “according to the scriptures” (1 Cor. 
15:3, 4). His ministry does not give 
foundation for men who preach “another 
gospel” which is not in accord with the 
written Word. The early church was 
protected from false spirits by the Old 
Testament Scriptures. 

While on occasion the true saints have 
been dispossessed of the household of 
faith by men of Diotrephes’ stamp, they 
have been preserved from one genera- 
tion to another through the Holy Spirit 
who has frequently raised up witnesses 
outside the official ecclesiastical circles, 
This principle held true in Israel’s mon- 
archy. The prophetic movement of the 
Old Testament flourished when the 
nation was apostate and the regular 
channels of leadership held by kings and 
priests had grown corrupt. For such a 
day God brought forth men like Isaiah, 
Daniel, and Ezekiel. Indeed, John the 
Baptist and our blessed Lord ministered 
without any official place in the reli- 
gious hierarchy of their day. 

Men like D. L. Moody were raised up 
in like manner. When Moody was 
stirred by the Spirit he rented a pew 
and filled it with neglected boys. He 
did not wither on the vine just because 
he was not officially offered a pulpit or 
Sunday school class. Later he minis- 
tered in large city-wide evangelistic 
crusades as God continued to stir his 
heart. Finally, ordination was offered 
him. It is reported that he said, “You 
are too late. God has already ordained 
me!” 

Charles Finney, Billy Sunday, Gypsy 
Smith, and Billy Graham are among the 
host of men God has raised up. No one 
can deny that these men have been 
brought to the forefront by the Holy 
Spirit as a prophetic witness in their 
time. Their ministry passes over church 
boundaries. They preach the Gospel of 
the crucified and risen Christ based in 
the Scriptures. A wide following spon- 
taneously arose to stand with them. Ef. 
forts to organize city-wide meetings 
without a man sent from God have met 
with signal defeat. The Spirit exercises 
His sovereign right to choose a worker 
and give him a ministry today as He 
did in the Acts (13:2). 


A Birth and Life From Above 


The true universal Church is’a spir- 
itual body, a godly remnant. Christ, 
the Head, is “a root out of dry ground” 
and so is the Church, His body. The 
Church is neither conceived nor nur- 
tured by the wisdom and power of this 
present evil age. She stands as a widow 
with her face heavenward waiting for 
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her absent Lord. Her birth and life are 
from above. 

The false church becomes a powerful 
social institution in the world. In alli- 
ance with the world it seeks to control 
and correct an unregenerate people. 
Wealth and power for this task are lav- 
ishly supplied by her earthly master. 
The church thus becomes so deeply ob- 
ligated to the world she cannot reprove 
it, but must strike a compromise. Her 
prophets become ecclesiastica] politi- 
cians building a better society, rather 
than calling out a people for His name 
(Acts 15:14). 

Ishmael was the offspring of a human 
plan to carry out a promise which im- 
patience could not wait on God to ful- 


fill. In like manner ecclesiastics become. 


impatient in waiting for an absent Lord 
to return and set up a kingdom of peace 
and righteousness. They erroneously as- 
sume the obligation of producing this 
dream of the ages through a broad al- 
liance of moral and spiritual forces. 
Such an alliance cannot be a witness to 
Christ which is the one purpose of the 
Church (Acts i:6-8). 

The true Church is “without the 
camp” of the world’s established reli- 
gious power. She is the child of the 
Spirit and waits for the unseen Jerusa- 
lem from above (Gal. 4:26), and refuses 
to settle for the “weak and beggarly 
elements” of worldly religion. In due 
season the living Christ, who is now 
invisible to the natural eye, will descend 
with the bridal city from Heaven and 
she will be rewarded (Rev. 21:10). 

While much of the church machinery 
today has fallen into the hands of lib- 
erals, the Holy Spirit has demonstrated 
once again His leadership in rallying 
the forces of the redeemed to complete 
the commission to witness for Christ to 
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the uttermost part of the earth. 

In 1865 J. Hudson Taylor went to 
China with fifteen missionaries. Taylor 
had been burdened for the unreached 
interior. None of the existing boards 
were willing to undertake work in the 
hinterland. With no home church to 
sponsor the movement, a new missionary 
chapter was opened. Fifteen mission- 
aries went to China by faith. They de- 
pended on God to supply their needs in 
answer to prayer. The China Inland 
Mission became the largest mission in 
China, drawing more than a thousand 
workers from many different churches 
and denominations. Funds to support 
the work.came in from individuals and 
groups whose hearts the Lord had 
touched. 

Today numerous faith missions labor 
all over the world, with nearly 5,000 
workers going out from the U.S.A. This 
means that almost twenty-five per cent 
of our foreign mission* work is carried 
on by such boards. This is the invisible 
Church in action. 

What God has not been able to do 
through the ecclesiastical councils He 
has always accomplished through a 
godly remnant that trusted Him. 

Scores of Bible institutes, colleges, 
some seminaries, and numerous radio 
broadcasts are numbered with the many 
home missionary agencies and youth 
works which maintain a true witness 
on the home front today. Pastors, 
churches, and laymen co-operate with 
these movements, crossing denomina- 
tional lines to express the deeper unity 
which is ours in Christ. 

Actually, the deepest unity existing 
today is that which binds all true be- 
lievers together in one body. Our unity 
is one of faith and of the Spirit. 


OKLAHOMA Clty, OKLA. 


Princess Wilhelmina’s Testimony 
Her witness to the deity and lordship of Christ 


N MAY, 1956, Her Royal Highness, 

Princess Wilhelmina, the Queen 
Mother of The Netherlands, prepared 
and distributed an “Open Letter,” ad- 
dressed “to my fellow-men wherever 
they live and whatever they believe in.” 
It contains a remarkably evangelical 
Christian testimony, and the Princess 
has graciously granted THE SuNDAY 
ScHooL Times permission to share this 
testimony with its readers.1 An English 
translation of the entire “Open Letter” 
follows: 

Friends, 

‘Please do not expect to find in this 
letter any new point of view, but 
rather an endeavour to clarify an old 
reality. 

Many people who do not live in the 





1The Princess Wilhelmina’s permission is 
required for any further reprinting of this 
“Open Letter.” 


close vicinity of the true source of life 
are but wanderers in a desert, who 
follow one fata morgana after another, 
struggling along through hot gand un- 
der a burning sun. They do not any 
more grasp the sense of their exist- 
ence and are an easy prey to many 
errors: such as materialism—the de- 
nial of the supremacy of the spiritual 
point of view—, idolization of the 
achievements of technology, intellec- 
tualism, depreciation of the value and 
dignity of the individual, the existen- 
tialism as far as it does not see divine 
light in the darkness of life. 

In the following I should like to 
show these wanderers the way out of 
the desert into the green valleys, 
where their lives will find their des- 
tiny. The place where they can slake 
their thirst and still their hunger after 
> answer to the basic questions of 
ife. 

First of all, let us never forget that 
religion is not a thing of the brain, 
but of the heart. When reason goes 
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\ 
its own way, it ends ultimately in an 
impasse, 

God has given the heart inner 
senses which enable it to receive in- 
spired intuitions and by that means to 
have deep experience of communion 
with the infinite love of the eternal 
Christ. 

God created man with an earnest 
craving for His nearness, but man 
being of a finite nature cannot behold 
the infinite God. So to satisfy this 
longing He took on a form of existence 
that man might know Him and enter 
into persona] relationship with Him, 
and love and worship Him. 

In the fullness of time He became 
incarnate and “in him dwelleth all the 
fullness of the Godhead bodily.” Even 
during His mission on earth, when He 
was called the “Son of God” and the 
“Son of man,” He repeatedly empha- 
sized that “he that hath seen me, hath 
seen the Father” and “I and my Father 
are one.” This was no metaphor, but 
a declaration of eternal truth. In His 
body He sacrificed Himself on the 
cross to redeem mankind and bring it 
back in His fellowship. He rose from 
the tomb having bestowed on his mor- 
tal body glorious immortality. 

This mystery of the being and sac- 
rifice of God goes far beyond the lim- 
itations of our understanding and is 
only approachable by deep personal 
experience. 

To explain “things” concerning His 
Kingdom, Christ made use of parables 
to make them clearer to His listeners. 
Had He spoken straight out He would 
not have achieved this. Likewise, the 
mystery of God incarnate is veiled in 
the world in which we live. Only 
when He draws the soul and heart 
of man “unto Him” this veil becomes 
transparent, 

Whether we are conscious of the 
fact or not, He is drawing His hu- 
manity all the time “unto” Himself. 

Before departing from His “brothers” 
He spoke to them as follows: “A 
new command I give unto you, That 
ye love one another; as I have loved 
you, that ye also love one. another. 
By this shall all men know that ye 
are my disciples, if ye have love one 
to another.” He said this straight out. 
He did not need a parable to explain 
this, because He so created the heart 
of man that it could understand the 
fundamental law of His kingdom, 
which is love, always acting for the 
best of His creatures and His crea- 
tion. He described to His disci- 
ples love that identifies itself with 
the neighbor’s pain and distress, or 
rejoices with him in his happiness, 
completely: forgetting self, so that all 
differences and distances that might 
exist between our neighbor and our- 
selves will vanish. 

He gave us the sublime example of 
this throughout the thirty-three years 
of His life among us. ‘He was well 
aware of the power that lies in a life 
such as He manifested and lived be- 
fore us. 

Christianity made real has never yet 
had a full chance to show its power. 
It would prove to be irresistible 


(Continued on page 573) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





Concerning some cities of the New 

Testament, commentaries and 
Bible dictionaries have a great deal to 
say, but one of those about which we 
hear so very little is Cyrene, the princi- 
pal city of Libya, from which came 
Simon, who carried the cross of our 
Lord (Mark 15:21). The Jews from this 
city had a synagogue in Jerusalem (Acts 
6:9), and some of the Christians of Cy- 
rene preached to the Greeks at Antioch 
(11:20; 13:1). 

Normally, all that we find in an en- 
cyclopedia about this city is that its 
ruins are vast in extent. The Illustrated 
London News for February 23, how- 
ever, contains a report of the discovery 
of a large imperial frieze and some fine 
Christian mosaics which have not been 
seen since A.D. 365. The article, by 
R. G. Goodchild, Controller of Antiqui- 
ties of Cyrenaica in Libya, is accom- 
panied by interesting pictures of ob- 
jects mever seen in modern times, of 
the great Christian cathedral of Cyrene 
of the fifth century, showing the steps 
of the bishop’s throne, the baptistry, the 
altar, etc., all of which have been un- 
covered during the last two years. 


The Depletion of the Jewish Race.— 
Perhaps these figures can be found else- 
where, but I do not recall seeing them 
previously, and they will be of interest 
to readers of these columns. In his 
book, “The Jewish Fate and Future” 
(London, 1940), Dr. Arthur Ruppin, 
professor of Jewish Sociology at the He- 
brew University of Jerusalem, says that 
at the outset of the Christian Era, there 
were 5,000,000 Jews in the Mediterra- 
nean area, constituting 6.8 per cent of 
“the white race.” He continues: “A 
similar percentage of the present 900 
millions of whites would have given 
them more than 60 millions instead of 
the 16% millions which the Jews num- 
ber today. The difference is due to 
the loss of many adherents through 
crue] persecutions and through conver- 
sions, and to the heavy mortality in 
the towns. Thus, statistically the Jews 
have not kept pace in their natural in- 
crease with the other white nations. 
But they are unique in all the history 
of the peoples of the white race in their 
subsistence as a nation, and their un- 
broken connection with their ancient 
culture, in spite of two thousand years 
of dispersion.” 

Dr. Ruppin had no idea, when he 
wrote in 1940, that within 10 years 6 
million Jews would be slaughtered un- 
der the Hitler regime, reducing his 
figure of 16% million to something less 
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than 11 million at the close of the Sec- 
ond World War. 


Dr. Blake’s Strange Easter Faith.— 
In an Easter message appearing in the 
National Council Outlook for March, 1957, 
Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, president of 
the National Council] of Churches, com- 
menting on the words from John 
16:33, “Be of good cheer; I have over- 
come the world,” begins, “On Easter it 
is very easy for us to think of Resur- 
rection as either a wonder on a misty 
morning long ago and far away or else 
as a miracle that will happen generally 
when the last trumpet of history 
sounds.” 

In the middle of the message he says: 
“But the Resurrection may not be dated 
in the long-gone past. We who are 
professed disciples of the Lord Jesus 
but who look about in fear at the day’s 
events which cast such gloom upon 
men’s souls need today to enter the gar- 
den and behold once more the empty 
tomb.” 

But the most amazing statement here 
is this: “So it is, I think, that Easter 
faith is neither essentially a belief in 
a wonder that happened long ago nor 
essentially a hope that God will do some 
miracle yet that will save us from de- 
struction.” Dr. Blake concludes by re- 
peating the text. 


Gospel Power in Savage Hearts.—Dr. 
Eugene A. Nida, secretary for Transla- 
tions of the American Bible Society, 
in the brochure “The Bible Speaks To- 
day,” relates a remarkable story of the 
power of the Gospel among primitive 
and savage peoples, which is well worth 
quoting in its entirety. 

“In 1871 the Hmar tribe in Assam 
joined with the Lushias to attack a 
British outpost in Alexanderpur. Finally 
through severe punitive action the 
Hmars were subdued but the British 
declared the territory to be an Excluded 
Area and classed all the Hmars as head- 
hunters. No missionaries were ever 
able to work among the Hmars, but 
some of these hill people heard of the 
Good News about the Son of God. A 
number of them walked one hundred 
and twenty miles to visit some Lushai 
converts in order to read and memo- 
rize portions of the Lushai Scriptures, 
then to return and to translate this mes- 
sage into their own language. 

“For thirty-nine years this work of 
evangelization continued, when at last 
a brilliant young Hmar graduated as a 
medical doctor from the Dibrugarh 
Medical College, with honors in chem- 
istry. But Dr. Thanglung felt that his 
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primary work was to give the Word of 
God to his own people, and so began 
the long and arduous task of providing 
the whole Bible for the Hmar tribe. 
Later, his gifted nephew, Rochunga 
Pudaite, joined him, and at last by 1946 
the New Testament was printed, and 
book by book the Old Testament is 
coming out. 

“In the meantime, the little band of 
earnest believers empowered by the 
Spirit of God, guided by what they 
found in the Striptures, and dependent 
entirely upon indigenous leadership, 
has grown until now almost 50,000 of 
the tribe of about 60,000 are Christians. 
They not only have their own self- 
supported churches and schools, but 
have a unique Sunday school system 
which includes almost every man, 
woman, and child. Furthermore, each 
student must take a yearly examination 
in the Bible, so firmly do these people 
believe that the Bible speaks today and 
that all Christians must know its mes- 
sage.” 


A Prayer Room in the Capitol—The 
current number of the American Mer- 
cury carries an article entitled “Sanc- 
tuary in the Capitol.” According to the 
author’s description, this room has an 
altar on which rests a Bible—for which 
we can be grateful. The public is not 
allowed in this prayer room. The state- 
ment is made here that “any Congressmen 
of any faith may enter the sanctuary and 
find nothing ‘contrary to his own be- 
lief.” This, I presume, would eliminate 
the Cross, or any other symbols of 
Christ and His holy death. (I am only 
assuming this, having never seen the 
room.) If this is true, it brings to mind 
two statements of our Lord Himself: 
“No man cometh unto the Father, but 
by me” (John 14:6) and “Whatsoever 
ye shall ask of the Father in my name, 
he may give it you” (John 15:16). We 
can all be grateful for this room made 
available for prayer—but God answers 
prayer offered in the name of His Son 

Incidentally, the article includes the 
interesting statistics that in Washing- 
ton, D. C., there are 425 Protestant 
churches, 36 Roman Catholic churches, 
12 Jewish synagogues, and 4 other places 
of worship. 


Bowing to Portraits on Formosa.— 
The Formosan Cabinet has _ recently 
ruled that all employees of the gov- 
ernment must, on stated occasions, bow 
before the portrait of Sun Yat-sen, 
founder of the Chinese Republic. Those 
who refuse to do this will be dismissed 
from their positions with the govern- 
ment. 
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‘International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 5. AUGUST 4. RUTH, A FOREIGNER WHO WON HER WAY 
Ruth; printed text, 2:8-13, 4:13, 17 


Golden Text.—But the stranger that dwelleth with you shall be unto you as one born among you, and thou shalt 
love him as thyself.—Lev. 19:34 


THE Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Ruth 2:8 Then said Boaz unto Ruth, Hearest thou not, 
my daughter? Go not to glean in another field, neither go 
from hence, and abide here fast by my maidens: 

9 Let thine eyes be on the field that they do reap, and 
go thou after them: have I not charged the young men that 
they shall not touch thee? and when thou art athirst, go 
unto the vessels, and drink of that which the young men 
have drawn. 

10 Then she fell on her face, and bowed herself to the 
ground, and said unto him, Why have I found grace in thine 
eyes, that thou shouldest take knowledge of me, seeing I am 
a stranger? 

11 And Boaz answered and said unto her, It hath fully 
been shewed me, all that thou hast done unto thy mother 
in law since the death of thine husband: and how thou hast 
left thy father and thy mother, and the land of thy nativity, 
and art come unto a people which thou knowest not here- 


12 The Lorp recompense thy work, and ‘a full reward be 
given thee of the Lorp God of Israel, under whose wings 
thou art come to trust. 

13 Then she said, Let me find favour in thy sight, my 
lord; for that thou hast comforted me, and for that thou 
hast spoken friendly unto thine handmaid, though I be not 
like unto one of ones ercumenene 


Chap. 4:13 So Boaz took Ruth, and she was his wife: and 
when he went in unto her, the Lorp gave her conception, 
and she bare a son. 


17 And the women her neighbours gave it a name, saying, 
There is a son born to Naomi; and they called his name 
Obed: he is the father of Jesse, the father of David. 
Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 


tofore. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
T IS difficult to believe that the 
I story of Ruth has its setting in the 

times of the judges. The Book of the 
Judges makes sorry reading, apart from 
its example of the long-suffering of 
God. The repeated apostasies of the 
tribes, the low moral standards, the 
violence and wickedness of those days 
all make it the more wonderful that 
such a peaceful, sweet, and godly scene 
as that depicted in Ruth was possible. 
Passing from the one book to the other 
is like coming out of a foul pit into the 
clear air and sunshine. Lilies , grow 
out of putrid muck, they say, and cer- 
tainly here is a lily springing out of the 
mire. God has His saints in unlikely 
places. 

In addition to its spiritual values, the 
little Book of Ruth is rich in anthro- 
pological interest, presenting quite a 
few of:the customs of the day. The 
agricultural practices are present, with 
barley harvest preceding wheat har- 
vest. The maidens are seen cutting the 
grain, and the young men binding the 
sheaves. The Mosaic ordinance con- 
cerning gleaning is here in operation. 
The Scottish farmer with whom I used 
to work as a lad had a slogan in har- 
vesttime—“Rake it clean!” The Mosaic 
economy did not allow that. The glean- 
ings were left for the poor and the 
stranger (Lev. 19:10). 


Marriage practices are interestingly 


i) 


represented here. Not only do we have 
a living.example of the Mosaic kinsman- 
redeemer law, which required that a 
man should marry the wife of a brother 
(or near kinsman) who had died child- 
less (Deut. 25:5), but we have a glimpse 
of the customs in vogue at that time 
for putting that law into effect. Ruth 
claimed Boaz as husband and redeemer 
of the family property by lying down at 
his feet while he slept (Ruth 3:6-11). 
The gate of the city was not only the 
equivalent of our town square but was 
the place where transactions were set- 
tled and judgment given. The strange 
custom of passing the shoe (4:7, 8) in 
confirmation of an agreement also fig- 
ures in this fascinating story. 

What makes this little book of still 
more value and interest to the Chris- 
tian is the fact that it represents a dis- 
tinct step in the Messianic plan. For 
Ruth entered not only into an inheri- 
tance in Israel but into the royal line 
of David, and David’s greater Son, our 
Lord Jesus Christ (Matt. 1:5, 16). 


Verse by Verse 


Ruth 2:8.—“. .. Boaz unto Ruth... 
my daughter? Go not to glean in an- 
other field . . . fast by my maidens.” 


Boaz was closely related to Elimelech, 
the deceased husband of Naomi. It was 
indeed providential that Ruth went to 
glean in his fields. For the law of 
gleaning see Leviticus 19:9, 10. The 
gleanings were to be left for the poor 
and the stranger, and Ruth was both. 
Here Boaz encourages Ruth to confine 
her gleaning activities to his farm, 


Verse 9.— . go thou after them: 


have I not charged the young men... 
go unto the vessels, and drink .. .” 
The gleaners who came first after the 
reapers would find most. Boaz appoints 
to Ruth that place of advantage. He 
also protected her from indecent ad- 
vances by a strict order to his hired 
men, and also previded for her thirst— 
an important item in harvesttime. 

Verse 10.—“. . . fell on her face... 
Why have I found grace in thine eyes 

. . @ stranger?” This kindness on the 
part of Boaz was quite overwhelming to 
Ruth, who would not have been sur- 
prised if she had been treated coolly 
and made to feel her position. For was 
she not a foreigner, a Moabitess, and 
reduced to accepting the “charity” of 
Jewish law? 

Verse 11—“. . . It hath fully been 
shewed me, all that thou hast done unto 
thy mother in law ... and art come 
unto a people which thou knewest not 

. -” The arrival of Naomi and Ruth 
had created quite a stir in Bethlehem 
(1:19), and the story of the triple be- 
reavement (1:3, 5) and Ruth’s loyalty 
to her mother-in-law had made quite 
an impression, not least of all upon Boaz 
the kinsman. From all human consid- 
erations it was a big sacrifice that Ruth 
had made. 

Verse 12.—“The Lord recompense thy 
work ... under whose wings thou art 
come to trust.” Despite the repeated 
apostasies in Israe] in the times of the 
judges (1:1) there were little oases of 
godliness in the land, and here was one 
of them. This is surely “the language 
of Zion.” It was not Boaz who was 
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taking Ruth under his wings, but Je- 
hovah, the God of Israel. 

Verse 13.—“. . . for ... thou hast 
comforted me... spoken friendly unto 
thine handmaid .. .” Ruth wants to 
be pleasing to Boaz in return for the 
kindness shown her. “Spoken friendly” 
means literally, “spoken to the heart.” 
The fact of being a foreigner might 
have exposed her to harsh treatment at 
less kindly hands. 

Chap. 4:13.—“So Boaz took Ruth... 
and she bare a son.” For all the prep- 
aration leading up to the marriage read 
chapters 3 and 4 to this point. Although 
not really the grandmother of the child, 
Naomi took over as if it had been her 
own flesh and blood (v. 16). 

Verse 17.—“. . . they called his name 
Obed .. . the father of David.” The 
neighbors also tried to name John the 
Baptist, but his parents interfered (Luke 
1:58-63). Why the neighbors gave 
Ruth’s son the name Obed (servant or 
worshiper) is difficult to see. But the 
interesting thing is that he was the 
grandfather of David the king. See 
Matthew 1:5, 6. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


What made Ruth cleave. to her 
mother-in-law when Orpah yielded to 
Naomi’s persuasions to return to her 
own land and kindred? (1:14.) 

There. must have been something in 
Naomi which strongly drew her. Per- 
haps Mahlon, Ruth’s husband, was like 
his mother, and, now that Mahlon was 
gone, Ruth clung to the mother for those 
likenesses to her own beloved. It is 
apparent that Naomi was at once a 
strong and a kindly character in whose 
company Ruth felt secure and content. 

No doubt Naomi had told her daugh- 
ters-in-law about Jehovah, the God of 
Israel, and of all His ways with His 
people, in bringing them out of Egypt, 
and so on. The God whom she depicted 
was very different from the gods of 
Moab, and Ruth was doubtless moved 
with desire to serve and worship the 
great and holy God instead of the false 
deities whom she had known. 

But Orpah was exposed to the same 
influence, heard the same testimony, 
was included in the same strong love. 
Why, then, did she not cleave to Naomi, 
too? The difference must surely be be- 
tween her and Ruth. It was a matter 
of response and of willingness to take 
leave of all the old life and its asso- 
ciations, in order to seek Jehovah and 
become one of His people. We shall 
by no means discount the electing grace 
of God in the matter, who wrought a 
response and a purpose in the heart of 
Ruth of which Orpah was incapable. 

When Ruth came among the Children 
of Israel, she neither expected nor re- 
ceived the lionizing which some 


. “notable” converts receive today, often 


to their own undoing. Ruth took the 
humble place and went out to the fields 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
4. July 28.—Gideon, Foe of Paganism. 
Judges 6:1 to 8:28 
Next Week's Lesson 


6. August 11.—Hannah, a Woman 
Who Kept Her Promise. 
1 Samuel 1; 2:1-11, 18-21 








as a gleaner. Her humility, her mod- 
esty, and her loyalty soon won her rec- 
ognition. Boaz showed her kindness 
and looked to her safety and comfort, 
but still allowed her to glean. Many a 
young Christian has been spoiled by be- 
ing pushed forward into prominence 
prematurely. It was not until Ruth had 
proved her worth in the humble place 
of a gleaner that her wise mother-in- 
law took steps to present her to Boaz 
with a claim to marriage, and by that 
time Boaz was fully ready to respond. 

There is a divine side to it. God was 
preparing Ruth as a vessel in His great 
redemptive purpose. The humble, mod- 
est, foreign girl, who accepted her 
mother-in-law’s God as well as her peo- 
ple (1:16), took her place in the Mes- 
sianic line. She is one of the five 
women mentioned in Matthew’s geneal- 
ogy of Christ. The grace of God re- 
ceives sinners and foreigners into “the 
fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord” (1 Cor. 1:9). 


Outline of the Lesson 
1. Ruth the loyal daughter (Ruth 1) 
2. Ruth the humble gleaner (chap. 2) 
3. Ruth the bold “suitor” (chap. 3) 
4. Ruth the fruitful wife (chap. 4) 


Topics for Development 

In-laws. A few weeks ago we con- 
sidered the fine relation between Moses 
and his father-in-law. This week we 
see a mother-in-law and a daughter-in- 
law bound together in strong love and 
loyalty. There is no reason why the 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


N WHAT period did Ruth live? 
2. What was Ruth’s nationality? 

3. Who was Ruth’s (1) mother-in-law, 
(2) father-in-law, (3) husband, (4) 
husband’s sister-in-law? 

4. To what town did Ruth come with 
her mother-in-law? 

5. How did Ruth propose to support 
herself and her mother-in-law? 

6. Who befriended Ruth in her hum- 
ble occupation? 

7. What law did Ruth’s mother-in-law 
decide to invoke? 

8. For what did this law provide? 

9. How did Ruth lay claim to the pro- 
visions of this law? 

10. What great honor came to Ruth? 


(Answers on page 572) 
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in-law relationship should not be a most 
delightful one. Some years ago I vis- 
ited the home of a clergyman in To- 
ronto. It was a most gracious home. 
The minister’s mother-in-law was liv- 
ing with them (whether permanently or 
on an extended vis# I have forgotten). 
That son-in-law’s consideration of the 
older woman was indeed beautiful. 
What rather amused me (but what 
truly represented the happy relation be- 
tween them) was that he always ad- 
dressed her as “mother-in-love.” So 
love supersedes law! As the Apostle 
Paul says, “Love is the fulfilling of the 
law” (Rom, 13:10). Where love is, the 
“law” ceases to jar. 

Kinsman-Redeemer. The law of the 
kinsman was concerned both with the 
securing of a seed for one who had died 
childless (Deut. 25:5) and the preserv- 
ing of the family inheritance (Num. 
27:11). Apparently the inheritance of 
Elimelech had passed out of the posses- 
sion of the family. He may have sold 
it to finance his migration to Moab, or 
it may have gone by default during his 
absence. At any rate, when Naomi re- 
turned, she found herself not only a 
childless widow with a childless daugh- 
ter-in-law who was also a widow, but 
also without any possession in the land. 
Boaz, then, approached the nearer kins. 
man first with the proposition of re- 
deeming the property from the one into 
whose hands it had fallen and -then with 
the further requirement of taking, along 
with the property, Ruth as his wife, to 
raise up an offspring for Ruth’s deceased 
husband, Mahlon, the son of Elimelech. 
The nearer kinsman being unwilling to 
do the latter, Boaz carried through. 

Now Christ became man, became our 
Kinsman, that He might redeem all that 
we had lost through sin, and restore 
it to us. No doubt a part of our lost 
inheritance is in the realm of nature. 
This we have painfully and vainly been 
seeking to win back for ourselves, but 
it eludes us. Man will yet reign as the 
redeemed sovereign of a redeemed cre- 
ation. But our greatest loss is in the 
spiritual realm. We have lost right- 
eousness, fellowship with God, eternal 
life. These our Kinsman-Redeemer 
has won back for us, though it cost 
Him. His blood. 

We also were barren. We were in- 
deed prolific enough in the realm of 
sin, but barren with respect to holi- 
ness. Now our Kinsman-Redeemer 
“marries” us as a chaste bride, and be- 
gets in us the peaceable fruit of right- 
eousness, or, as elsewhere stated, “the 
fruit of the Spirit” (Gal. 5:22, 23. See 
also Rom. 7:4). 


Practical Applications 

Sometimes, in our eagerness for con- 
verts, we encourage false motives, with 
tragic results. It is better to have one 
truly converted than a hundred who 
make shallow professions from which 





ee 
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they quickly turn back. Let us learn 
from Naomi (1:8-14). 

“Lay hands suddenly on no man,” 
wrote Paul to Timothy (1 Tim. 5:22). 
‘He knew the danger of immature Chris- 
tians being puffed up by too much public 
show. As Ruth gleaned for a season 
before being promoted to be a wife and 
a mother in Israel, so young converts 
should be taught to do the humble thing 
before being thrust into places of promi- 
nence. 

Strangers have enough handicaps 
without the additional ones of lack of 
sympathy, scorn, and opposition. Treat 
them kindly. You may need kindness 
yourself some day. 


Golden Text 

Lev. 19:34—“But the stranger... 
shall be unto you as one born among 
you ... love him as thyself.” The Is- 
raelites had been themselves strangers 
in Egypt, and their sufferings there 
were intended to give them compassion 
for the foreigner instead of an antipathy 
toward him. Those of us who have been 
immigrants and know the strangeness 
of a new country: should be especially 
thoughtful of strangers, 

Etmuourst, It, 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 
SuccEsTeD HYMNS 


“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” 
“We've a Story To Tell to the Nations” 
“Rescue the Perishing” 


A Prayer Before the Lessen—Our 
Father in Heaven, we thank Thee for be- 
ing so patient and kind toward us, 
though we fail Thee and sin so much, 
Forgive us the wrong of our past and 
heip us to amend our ways. Give us 
a loving attitude toward all people since 
Thy love takes in every race, nation, 
and people. Bless our overseas mis- 
sionaries taking the Gospel to those 
ignorant of it. Give them Thy love for 
souls and make them wise to win the 
souls of many to Christ. Give Thy lov- 
ing help and blessing to all sick and 
sad, all tried and tempted folk. Guide 
our governmental leaders into just and 
wise ways of meeting the needs of our 
times and keeping peace among the 
nations. Bless to us our study of Thy 
Word and may we ever be true to its 
teachings and good examples of faithful 
Christian living. Grant these mercies 
for the sake of our Lord and Saviour. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Our Golden Text. 


shows us how wise and loving are God’s 
laws. “But the stranger that dwelleth 
with you shall be unto you as one born 
among you, and thou shalt love him as 
thyself” (Lev. 19:34). I often pass an 
old school I attended for two years as a 
boy. Sometimes I think of a Jewish boy 
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who was in my class and who was often 
taunted and teased just for being a Jew. 
I tried to be friendly to him because he 
was treated so unfairly, and I was sorry 
for him. Those who made things miser- 
able for him were just youngsters, and 
we may hope they grew wiser and 
kinder as they grew older. But often 
such unfairness is learned from older 
folk at home and carried into later life. 

The supervisor of a certain office in 
a large corporation needed a skilled and 
experienced person for a certain job 
and asked the personnel manager to 
recommend someone. He recommended 
someone with the needed experience and 
skill who had not long come from Hol- 
land. “Oh, he’s out,” said the super- 
visor. “I would never hire a Dutch- 
man.” “That’s interesting,” replied the 
personal manager. “I happen to be a 
Dutchman myself!” I rather think 
someone’s face was red just then! That 


BE FAIR AND KIND 

TO ALL MAN 
grown-up man in a supervising position 
had not grown up in outlook and atti- 
tude toward people of foreign nation- 
ality or background. 

I thank God for a mother who used 
to say to us, “There are good and bad 
among all people.” I also thank God for 
a Saviour who died for people of every 
tribe and tongue. If we never learn 
here to live lovingly and kindly with 
people of different color or nationality, 
how shall we feel at home in Heaven 
among people redeemed by Christ out 
of every kindred and tongue and people 
and nation? 


Catcary, ALTA., CAN. , 
we 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Then said Boaz unto Ruth ... my 
daughter .. .” (Ruth 2:8).—Ruth was an 
“alien from the commonwealth of Is- 
rael, and a stranger from the covenants 
of promise” (Eph. 2:12); but Boaz, the 
mighty man of wealth, did not call her 
“alien” or “stranger,” but “my daugh- 
ter.” 

I shall never forget the indescribable 
feeling that I experienced on my first 
visit abroad. So often, persons would 
say, “Oh, you’re an alien!” or, “You're 
a stranger!” A sinking feeling over- 
comes you when you know you don’t 
“belong”! 

Boaz graciously removed all of that 
for Ruth by addressing her as “my 
daughter,” and she deeply appreciated 
such grace on his part. 

The Apostle John assures us that it 
was not'only because of God’s grace 
but because of His love toward us, who 
were aliens and strangers in the spir- 
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itual sense, that we can be called chil- 
dren of God. “Behold, what manner 
of love the Father hath bestowed upon 
us, that we should be called the sons 
of God.” May we always be charac- 
terized by a profound sense of. apprecia- 
tion of that love which wrought such 
a mighty change! 

“Go not to glean in another field,” 
said Boaz to Ruth. There were many 
other fields, but she would not be shown 
such consideration in them as she was 
receiving here. In fact she might be 
maltreated in some other fields. Rough 
harvest hands could make it difficult for 
her. And she certainly would not glean 
as much grain there as here. 

She could not possibly improve on 
the friendship, food, and fellowship she 
was enjoying in this field. 

What a lesson for us in the advice 
Boaz gave to’ Ruth! Boaz, the kinsman, 
pictures for us the Lord Jesus Christ, 
our Kinsman-Redeemer. His field por- 
trays for us the field of revelation, and 
His harvesters remind us of the gifts He 
has given to help us in our gleaning. 

We should not glean in other fields, 
such as “philosophy” (Col. 2:8), “sci- 
ence falsely so called” (1 Tim. 6:20), 
legalism (Gal. 5:1), and the like, if it 
is food for our souls that we wish. It 
is impossible to improve on the divinely 
inspired Holy Scriptures. Nothing can 
excel the friendship of the Lord Jesus 
and the fellowship of His people. 

A Christian lady visited a blind girl 
whom she had taught to read the Bible 
in raised letters. She said: “I went 
into her room one morning, and before 
I had time to reach her hand and let 
her know that someone was present, I 
found her speaking to the Lord about 
the verse she had just spelled out, ‘Ye 
are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I 
command you.’ Lifting her sightless 
eyes to Him she said, ‘Oh, I like to hear 
Thee say that! I only knew before that 
You were my Friend, the sinner’s 
Friend—I did not know that we were 
friends of Yours!’” 


“. . . when thou art athirst, go unto 
the vessels, and drink .. .” (Ruth 2:9). 
—The vessels would correspond to our 
cups, tumblers, and pails. The young 
men had drawn the water from the 
wells and filled the vessels. All were 
in readiness for drinking. The young 
men answer to the spiritually strong 
ones in the household of God, in whom 
the Word of God abideth, and who have 
“overcome the wicked one” (1 John 
2:14). 

Who has not thanked God for the 
spiritually strong ones who have drawn 
water out of the wells of salvation and 
filled tracts, booklets, volumes, for our 
refreshment! Ruth fell on her face in 
thankfulness for al] the kindness shown 
her and all the provision made for her. 

There are probably few Christian 
writers who have not had some encour- 
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aging words, such as, “Thank you for 
your written ministry; it has been so 
refreshing and helpful to me!” 


“It hath fully been shewed me, all 
that thou hast done... .” (Ruth 2:11). 
—Ruth’s entire history was known to 
Boaz, and he desired for her a full re- 
ward from the Lord under whose wings 
—or protection—she had put her trust. 
Ruth was well rewarded here, and she 
will receive more hereafter. 

Our entire history is known to our 
“greater than” Boaz—the Lord Jesus 
Christ. All Ruth’s blessings dated from 
the time she put her trust in the Lord 
—as have ours. And great is the re- 
ward laid up for us in Heaven for all 
good works performed since trusting 
Him, and for whatever suffering en- 
dured, and sacrifices made for Him (1 
Cor. 3:8; 2 Cor, 4:17, 18). 


“So Boaz took Ruth, and she was his 
wife...” (Ruth 4:13).—One cannot help 
wondering if Orpah, who went back to 
her gods in Moab (1:14), ever heard 
how Ruth became the wife of Boaz, the 
mighty man of wealth; and mother of 
Obed—the father of Jesse, the father of 
David. With the New Testament in our 
hands, we know she also became the 
ancestress of the Messiah—our Lord 
and Saviour! 


Wawona, CALIF. 
we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, this is a love story. 

Some poetic writer has said it is 
“like a gem set between the ermine of 
the judges and the purple of the kings.” 
It is a very beautiful story of one who 
had a lovely character. She must have 
been a beautiful young woman, and 
what shé did was even more beautiful 
than her face and figure, for she was 
wise and sweet. Sometimes a pretty 
face is accompanied by folly. Proverbs 
11:22 says, “As a jewel of gold in a 
swine’s snout, so is a fair woman... 
without discretion.” 

Ruth was both fair and wise. She 
was a Moabitess, and it was when Na- 
omi, her husband, and two sons left 
Bethlehem on account of the famine and 
located in Moab that Ruth met and was 
married to one of Naomi’s sons, Later, 
when Naomi’s husband and two sons 
died and she decided to return to Beth- 
lehem, Ruth determined to return to 
Bethlehem with her mother-in-law. It 
was a momentous step for Ruth, for it 
meant that she must not only leave her 
native country and her family but also 
renounce her heathen religion and be- 
lieve in the one and only true God, in 
whom Naomi believed. But God was in 
it all; and when He is in it, something 
very wonderful can take place. 

After they arrived in Bethlehem, Ruth 
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had to become the breadwinner; and, 
as the custom was, she visited a nearby 
wheat field where the reapers were 
working, to gather up such handfuls as 
the reapers left behind. The owner of 
the field was Boaz, a descendant of the 
royal Jewish line. He was attracted by 
the beauty and grace of this young 
Moabitish woman, and when he learned 
how ‘she had accompanied Naomi back 
to Bethlehem, it further aroused his ad- 
miration for her, and he told the reapers 
to leave some choice portions of the 
grain for her to put in her sack, 


Well, the result was that Boaz mar- 
ried Ruth. You must read the story 
in your Bible, for it is beautifully writ- 
ten. Then was born unto them a baby 
boy and they named him Obed. He 
grew up and became the father of Jesse, 
and Jesse was the father of King David. 
You see, Ruth stepped out of the path 
of heathenism into the line of our Lord’s 
human ancestry. 

The big lesson in the story, fellows, 
hinges on one word—choice, or choos- 
ing, which brings it right down to your 
door and mine. Ruth made a choice. 
It was her choice, not someone else’s 
choice for her. Naomi’s other daughter- 
in-law, Orpah, had chosen to remain in 
Moab and you never hear anything more 
of her. But Ruth had the vision to 
choose Naomi’s God, who is the Lord, 
and God rewarded her richly. 

You fellows are making choices every 
day. It is your privilege. But some 
are following their own natural inclina- 
tions and falling into the Devil’s trap. 
The only safe and happy way to make 
a choice is to ask the Holy Spirit to 
guide you. He will do it if you ask 
Him—and He never makes a mistake. 
He will guide you in your choice of a 
college to finish your education, your 
choice of a life work, your choice of a 
girl friend who may become your life 
partner some day, and the less impor- 
tant choices made from day to day. 

In the Rocky Mountains, on the Con- 
tinental Divide, there is a pool which 
has two outlets, a streamlet to the west 
which finds its way to the Pacific; and 
a streamlet to the east which leads into 
the Mississippi River and to the Gulf 
of Mexico. A tiny leaflet stem falling 
on the bosom of that pool may be wafted 
this way and that until it finds itself go- 
ing out by the way of one of those stream- 
lets. In a sense it is making a choice, 
governed only by the breeze, but there 
is a wide difference in where it goes— 
either to the Atlantic or Pacific Ocean. 
Large issues sometimes result from the 
apparently trivial decision made today, 
and the difference between you and the 
leaflet stem is that you do not have to 
be swayed by circumstances, because 
you have the infallible guidance of the 
Holy Spirit right at your elbow. Don’t 
miss it. 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


HE first Sunday of this quarter, 

when we studied about Moses’ sis- 
ter Miriam, we learned Proverbs 31:30. 
Who remembers that verse? (“A 
woman that feareth the Lord, she shall 
be praised.”) Good. Today’we are go- 
ing to study about Ruth, another woman 
who feared the Lord, and how she was 
praised. 

Before we read about Ruth, here are 
your two gray sheets of paper we are 
using to represent the tablets of stone 
upon which God wrote the Ten Com- 
mandments. Why do you think God 
wrote them on two stone tablets, in- 
stead of writing all ten on one? (One 
would have been too big and awkward 
for Moses to carry.) That is a good 
answer. But I think there is a deeper 
reason than that. God was teaching His 
people that man’s duty is twofold: -he 
is responsible to give God the honor 
due Him, as well as tp do right by other 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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human beings. This lesson is needed in 
the world today. Many people hope 
to get to Heaven because they do not 
harm others and do a good turn to 
someone now and then. But they for- 
get entirely about their duty to the God 
who made them and gave them every 
blessing they have. 

Last Sunday we wrote the First Com- 
mandment on one of our “stone tablets.” 
We'll call that one, “Man’s Duty to 
God,” but we will not write those words 
on the paper because we want to copy 
only the exact words “written with the 
finger of God.” Today we'll write Ex- 
odus 20:4 under the First Command- 
ment, and then we will memorize it. 

The young woman whose life we are 
going to study today was born in the 
land of Moab, where idols were con- 
stantly made and worshiped. Ruth mar- 
ried a young Israelite who was then 
living in the land of Moab. Ruth 
learned, either from him or his mother, 
Naomi, that the God of Israel was the 
true and living God, so it was wrong 
to make graven images and to worship 
them. 

Both Ruth’s husband and his brother 
died young, leaving Ruth and Orpah 
widows. Naomi, the mother-in-law, 
was also a widow by this time, and she 
decided to move back into the land of 
Israel. Let us read Ruth 1:6-16 to see 
what happened next. Naomi must have 
been much nicer than the heathen rela- 
tives of these girls, but Orpah turned 
back when Naomi pointed out that ‘she 
was much more likely to get a second 
husband in the land of Moab than in 
Israel. 

Ruth, however, would not turn back. 
Why? (She loved Naomi more than 
Orpah did.) I believe that is true. But 
also she had a desire to belong to the 
God Naomi worshiped. As she and 
Naomi journeyed back to Bethlehem, no 
doubt they discussed how they could 
make a living there. Naomi must have 
told Ruth about God’s kind provision 
for the poor among His people and for 
foreigners. Suppose we read about it 
from Leviticus 19:9, 10.’ 

When Naomi and Ruth reached Beth- 
lehem, the barley crop was being har- 
vested, and Ruth went out to join the 
gleaners. She commenced work in the 
field of Boaz, a wealthy relative of her 
husband’s family. He was absent in the 
town when Ruth began picking up the 
barley sheaves. When he came back she 
heard his gracious greeting to his em- 
ployees. Read Ruth 2:4. Now read 
verses 5-7, where Boaz learns how Ruth 
came to work in his fields. He had evi- 
dently heard about the coming of Naomi 
and Ruth to Bethlehem. 

Now let us read verses 8-13, with the 
girls on this side of the table reading 
what Boaz said, and you on the other 
side reading what Ruth said. I shall 
read. the connecting parts. such as, “Then 
said Boaz unto Ruth.” 
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This conversation was the beginning 
of a delightful love story. The kindness 
of Boaz and the humility of Ruth are 
evident. But time is getting away from 
us; so let us turn to the end of the 
story: Ruth 4:13-17. How fortunate 
Baby Obed was to be born into such a 
good home! Years after, he became the 
grandfather of David, one of the great- 
est of all Bible characters, a man after 
God’s own heart. 

What words of praise did the Israelite 
women say of Ruth the foreigner to. her 
mother-in-law? (That Ruth was better 
to her than seven sons.) Right. What 
high praise this was! What had Ruth 
done to deserve it? (Followed Naomi 
to Bethlehem and worked for her.) Yes, 
and she had always treated her lovingly, 
too. But there is another reason why 
Ruth was praised. Think of the verse 
we said at the beginning. ‘ (She feared 
the Lord.) Right. Her life as well as 
her words proved that. Let us not for- 
get, “A woman that feareth the Lord, 
she shall be praised” (Prov. 31:30). 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
we 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Welcome to a Foreigner (Ruth 2:2-6, 8-12) 


RAMP, tramp; left, right; left, right 

—was that the way Gideon and his 
little army marched to fight against the 
thousands of the Midianites? No, they 
crept quietly to position at night on 
three sides of the enemy to surprise 
them! What strange weapons they had! 
Did you make a picture of General Gid- 
eon in action? (Review the preceding 
lesson and stories read during the 
week.) Truly, the Lord kept His prom- 
ise to Gideon, “I will be with thee,” and 
victory was theirs! Did you succeed 
as well in winning over the difficult 
things you needed to do, such as the 
dishes and weeds we spoke of? 

Now we turn to another page in the 
Bible album, a picture of Ruth, a for- 
eigner, sweet and loving and obedient 
to her mother-in-law, a faithful worker 
at hard, hot work. Have you had a 
foreigner who looked different or did 
not speak good English move to your 
neighborhood or school? How is he or 
she treated? How do you like him? 
As you spell out foreigner Ruth’s name 
this week, you will find out how she 
happened to come to the land of Israel, 
R eturning with Ruth (Ruth }) 

U ntil the end of harvest (chap. 2) 
T he right husband (chap. 3) 

H appy home (chap. 4) 

Her home was Moab. So she was called 
a Moabitess. (Locate on a map Moab 
and Bethlehem in Judah.) . Do you re- 
member Lot in the story of Abraham? 
Ruth was born from his family, while 
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Naomi, Elimelech, and Boaz were born 
in the family line through Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob, and Judah. 

Here is the list of characters in our 
word motion picture (list on the black- 
board): Naomi—widow of Elimelech. 
Ruth—widow of their son. Boaz—rela- 
tive (kindred) of Elimelech. Here are 
still pictures to give us the setting. 
(National Geographic Magazine, De- 
cember, 1929, pp. 705, 706. Millet’s “The 
Gleaners." Use the words “reapers,” 
“sheaves,” “glean,” being sure the mean- 
ings are understood.) What Ruth picks 
up she will thresh as Gideon did with 
a stick, to get the barley grain, which 
she or Naomi will pound up to make 
flour for their coarse, dark bread. 

Ready now for our Bible motion pic- 
ture of working foreigner Ruth and well- 
to-do Boaz? (Read Ruth 2:2-12.) Boaz 
also invited her to share their lunch, 
and told the men in their afternoon 
work to drop extra grain for Ruth to 
pick up. Indeed, there was a wedding 
later, but it was not all a case of love 
and romance in those days. It was the 
duty of the nearest relative to marry 
a widow who had no child. But a for- 
eigner! What had impressed Boaz even 
before he met Ruth? (vs, 11, 12.) 

Foreigner or native, girl or boy, in 
the end how each one does his work is 
the important thing. So keep on doing 
your jobs well éven in the heat of sum- 
mer! And when a foreigne¥ comes 
among you, watch for his good points. 
Be kind as Boaz was to help him get 
going in your group, especially if he 
is a Christian. (In boys’ classes stress 
Boaz’s side of the story, not only his 
own courtesy but his restraining his 
“gang” from bothering Ruth.) 

God’s Law told Boaz: (read to the 
class Lev. 19:9, 10cd, 18c, 33, 34). The 
Lord Jesus said the rule, “Thou shalt 
love thy neighbour as thyself” (Lev. 
19:18, Memory Verse), was next in im- 
portance to loving God (Matt. 22:36-39). 

Have you a picture of Ruth in your 


mind? Can you put it on paper or 
pose it? Do you want Boaz in the pic- 
ture, too? 

Orono, MAINE. 


we 
The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1957 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


Everything So Right.—But the stranger 
that dwelleth with you shall be unto 
you as one born among you, and thou 
shalt love him as thyself (Lev. 19:34, 
Golden Text). A _ displaced person 
found entrance into America where she 
was given a place to work in the home 
of a minister. One day her face showed 
that she had been crying. The minis- 
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ter asked whether something was wrong. 
She made answer: “Anything wrong? 
Oh, no, sir, everything is so right in 
this good America. I have been prais- 
ing God for allowing me to come here. 
I am so grateful to Him. I love this 
land, and it puzzles me that your peo- 
ple aren’t more happy and joyful and 
praising God. As for me, my big de- 
sire is to serve the Lord and America.” 
We who have lived here all our lives 
would not claim that there was nothing 
wrong. But we should be grateful for a 
land of so much freedom, and especially 
a land of the open Bible and the high 
privilege of worshiping God according 
to the dictates of our own consciences. 
—From the Free Methodist. Sent by 
M. Irene Jury, Glendale, Calif. 


Theodore Roosevelt’s Helpfulness.— 
But the stranger that dwelleth with you 
shall be unto you as one born among 
you, and thou shalt love him as thyself 
(Lev. 19:34, Golden Text). The kind 
of helpfulness we can show to people 
of other races is illustrated by the fol- 
lowing incident. One night a Negro 
was walking down Forty-second Street, 
New York, from the depot to his hotel 
carrying a heavy suitcase in one hand 
and a heavier valise in the other. Sud- 
denly a hand was laid upon the valise 
and a pleasant face of a young man 
looked into that of the Negro as he 
said: “Pretty heavy, brother; suppose 
you let me take one; I’m going your 
way.” The Negro protested, but the 
man already had the valise, and for 
several blocks they walked on together, 
talking like cronies. “And that,” said 
Booker T. Washington long afterward, 
“was the first time I ever saw Theodore 
Roosevelt."—From Arnold’s Commen- 
tary. Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hills- 
boro, Kans. 


Ties That Bind.—Go not to glean in 
another field, neither go from hence, 
but abide here (Ruth 2:8). Many who 
sing the old hymn, “Blest be the tie 
that binds,” do not know its history. 
It was written by the Rev. John Faw- 
cett, who in the eighteenth century was 
the pastor of a poor little church in 
Yorkshire. In 1772 he felt obligated to 
accept a call to a London church. His 
farewell sermon had been preached; six 
wagons loaded with furniture and books 
stood by the door. His congregation— 
men, women, and children—were in an 
agony of tears. Looking up, Mrs. Faw- 
cett said, “Oh, John, I cannot bear this! 
I know not how to go!” “Nor do I,” 
said he, “nor will we go! Unload the 
wagons, and put everything back.” His 
letter of acceptance was recalled, and 
he wrote this hymn to commemorate 
the episode—From the Sunday Com- 
panion. Sent by the Rev. W. P. Shelley, 
Sunbury, Pa. 


A Dollar That Multiplied—Why have 
I found grace in thine eyes, that thou 
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shouldest take knowledge of me, seeing 
I am a stranger? (Ruth 2:10.) A cer- 
tain man relates that when he was lit- 
tle more than a boy—alone, penniless, 
and not knowing where to turn next— 
a gentleman generously, unasked, gave 
him a dollar to meet his immediate 
need. “How many dollars I have handed 
out on the strength of that one, I could 
not begin to tell,” he says. There is 
a real force in this, and many a man 
has felt the tugging of this principle at 
his heartstrings.—From Word and Work. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. 


Never Burdens.—It hath fully been 
shewed me, all that thou hast done unto 
thy mother in law (Ruth 2:11). An 
elderly woman, speaking with pride 
and gratitude of her young married 
daughter, said to a friend, “I’ve been 
such a burden to her.” Quickly the 
friend replied, “Mothers are never that.” 
The words came instantly and spon- 
taneously, without any affectation or 
effort to “say something,” for this friend 
had had an invalid mother for many 
years, and had lavished her life in car- 
ing for her, with true love and with 
gratitude that she had this privilege.— 
From the Sunday Circle. Sent by Mrs. 
M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


The Glitter of Her Diamonds.—The 
Lord recompense thy work, and a full 
reward be given thee of the Lord... 
(Ruth 2:12). Princess Eugenie of 
Sweden sold her diamonds to build a 
home for incurables. On a visit to the 
home she met a wicked woman to whom 
she talked about Christ. She told the 
matron that she hoped special attention 
would be given to that poor creature, 
for the princess was anxious that before 
she died she should become a Christian. 
One day she found the invalid with 
bright face because her heart was radi- 
ant with hope. With tears in her eyes 
the princess said to her husband on re- 
turning to the palace, “I saw the glitter 
of my diamonds today.”—From A, C. 
Dizon, D.D. Sent by the Rev. Guru 
Manickam, Woriur, Trichinopoly, S. In- 
dia, 


Living for His Approval.—Let me find 
favour in thy sight, my lord (Ruth 2:13). 
There is a story of a young composer 
whose music was being performed. He 
kept his eye fixed intently on one man 
in the audience, watching every expres- 
sion that played upon his features. It 
was his teacher. He cared more for the 
slightest mark of favor on his face than 
for all the applause of the great com- 
pany. So in all our life we should 
watch the face of Christ, caring only 
that He should be pleased. If we live 
to win His approval, we shall not be 
afraid to have our deeds laid bare at 
the judgment seat.—From Choice Glean- 
ings Calendar. Sent by Grace Robinson, 
Topeka, Kans. Prize illustration. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


HE Old Testament, you know, was 
written long, long before the Lord 


. Jesus lived. Yet it is surprising to see 


how many beautiful story pictures it 
contains—stories that tell us what, the 
Lord Jesus would be like. Today’s 
lesson is one of those stories, so do not 
miss a word of it! 

Ruth’s home was in the land of Moab 
—da land very near the homeland of God’s 
people. Ruth’s husband was really one 
of God’s people, but he had left his 
homeland together with his mother 
and father because there had been a 
famine in their country. Ruth’s hus- 
band really should not have married 
a woman in Moab, for the people of 
that land worshiped false, make-believe 
gods. But he hgd done it, as many 
others did. Not long after that he died. 
It was then that his mother (Naomi) 
decided that she should return to her 
own country (her other son and her 
husband had also died in the foreign 
land). It would be quite natural for 
Ruth to stay in Moab, her homeland. 
Instead, however, she declared that she 
was going back to Israel with her hus- 
band’s mother. Not only that, she gave 
up the false, make-believe gods of her 
land and believed in the true and liv- 
ing God of Heaven (Ruth 1:16). 

It must have been very difficult for 
Ruth to go to the foreign land where she 
knew no one. Not only that, but she 
and her husband’s mother were very 
poor. They had little or nothing to eat. 
Because it was the time of harvest, Ruth 
told her mother-in-law that she would 
go out to the fields and get what was 
left over from the harvest. The Jews, 
you see, had a law that said they were 
to leave some of the grain in the fields 
for the poor (Lev. 19:9, 10; 23:22; Deut. 
24:19). It must have been embarrassing 
for Ruth to admit that they were poor. 
But that made no difference to her. 
Out to the fields she went. How happy 
she was to be able to find food enough 
for both of them! 

Late that day the man (Boaz) who 
owned the field appeared. “Who is this 
woman?” he asked his servant. The 
servant explained who Ruth was and 
how she was caring for her husband’s 
mother. Boaz was deeply touched by 
this and said to Ruth, “Do not go to 
any other field to gather the leftovers. 
There will always be enough here for 
you. Not only that, you may always get 
some of my servants’ water when you 
are thirsty... . I have learned how good 
you have been to your husband’s mother, 
I have also learned that you have taken 
our God as your God (‘under whose 
wings thou art come to trust,’ 2:12).” 

When Ruth got home that night she 
was happy, indeed, to report to her 
mother-in-law the kindness of the man in 
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whose field she had worked. The news 
cheered Naomi, you may be sure. 

In those long ago days there was a 
strange custom. It was this: If a man 
died, it was the law that his brother 
should marry the dead man’s wife 
(Deut. 25:5-10). If there was no living 
brother, the nearest man relative of the 
dead man would marry the woman, The 
relative was known as a kinsman. (In 
the South, where folks always speak of 
their “kinfolk” this term will not need 
explanation. In the North, you will 
have to help the children to understand. 
They may be acquainted with the ex- 
pression “next of kin.”) Can you {m- 
agine Ruth’s surprise when she ‘learned 
that Boaz was a kinsman of her hus- 
band’s? How pleased Naomi was to 
learn this! (v. 20.) 

Not very long afterward, Boaz did a 
wonderful thing. He arranged to buy 
back (redeem) Naomi’s land from the 
people who had taken it over during 
the famine. Then he arranged to buy 
at the same time (as the custom was) 
Ruth to be his wife. Boaz did just what 
a kinsman was supposed to do. By do- 
ing this he became a picture of our 
dear Lord Jesus Christ. All of us—all 
who have ever lived—have sinned. Al- 
though God created us in His own like- 
ness, we have turned from Him. The 
day that the Lord Jesus died, He re- 
deemed us—bought us back. But not 
until we believe that He, died for us, 
are our sins forgiven. If you have never 
received the Redeemer, do it now! 

LANCASTER, Pa, 

we 


This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 567) 

1, The days of the judges (Ruth 1:1). 

2. She was a Moabitess (1:4). 

3. (1) Naomi, (2) Elimelech, (3) 
Mahlon, (4) Orpah. 

4. Bethlehem, in Judah (1:19). 

5. By gleaning in the harvest fields 
(2:2). 

6. Boaz, a near kinsman of Elimelech 
(2:19, 20). 

7. The law of the kinsman. 

8. It provided for a redeeming of the 
lost property and a marrying of the 
childless widow, to raise up offspring to 
the deceased. 

9. By lying down at the feet of the 
sleeping Boaz and, on his wakening, 
requesting that he spread his “skirt” 
over her (3:7, 9). 

10. She became great-grandmother of 
King David and was in the Messianic 
line (Matt. 1:5). 

Ev_muurst, IL. 

we 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, for 
its readers; and for God’s blessing on 
the contents of the paper. 
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The Process of Sifting 
(Continued from second page) 


will build my church” (Matt. 16:17, 18). 
Christ knew of the possibility of the 
transformation of that man’s life. In 
every grain of wheat there is a poten- 
tial harvest. The Lord Jesus said to 
Peter: “I have prayed for thee, that 
thou mayest lose the chaff, and that all 
the undeveloped possibilities in the 
wheat may be realized.” “I have prayed 
for thee.” What a wonderful power 
there is in the prayer of the Lord Jesus! 
What an inspiration to know that there 
is no failure with Him! It is inspiring to 
know that others are praying for us; 
but how much greater is the inspiration 
to know, as Satan plays upon life, and 
seeks to disturb and destroy it, that 
Christ is praying for us! May this 
thought grip our hearts, and transform 
our lives. 

3. The Service PurpOsed. “When once 
thou hast turned again, establish thy 
brethren,” says the Lord Jesus to Peter 
(Luke 22:32, A.S.V.). What did He 
mean? When you have been made con- 
scious of your own utter weakness, and 
of God’s strength, then use that experi- 
ence of yours to strengthen others. 
Bring from the furnace of affliction its 
purifying hot coals, that you may purify 
other lives. Mediate to others what God 
has measured out to you. We all know 
that it is possible to help other people 
most when we have ourselves been in 
just their circumstances. If we could 
only realize it, that God is thus dealing 
with us in order to make our lives more 
fruitful, and more widely influential for 
Him, what a help such a thought would 
be to us when all things seem to be 
against us! 

I knew a businessman who had most 
unexpectedly to face a business failure. 
For a moment it staggered his faith. 
But the prayer of the Lord Jesus pre- 
vailed. This man had to begin his busi- 
ness life all over again. A few years 
passed by; and then there came to him 
the opportunity of helping another man 
spiritually. His friend said to him, 
“No, I cannot believe in the love of God 
for I have just lost all that I possessed.” 
And this good man who had suffered in 
the same way was able to put his hand 
on his friend’s shoulder, and say, “Three 
years ago I was in that same position, 
but God helped me.” And God used 
that man in blessing to his friend. 

Your disappointment, your broken 
friendship, your failure in examination, 
your loss of position in business—all 
these experiences are being used by God 
that you may bless and help those who 
are being similarly tested and tried. All 
true service is only possible as we get 
rid of the chaff. If you took a handful 
of chaff, and sowed it in the most fruit- 
ful soil, there would be no harvest, be- 
cause the chaff has no life. So God 


July 20, 1957 


allows us to be tested in order to get 
rid of the chaff in our lives. In life’s 
testings you need the One who will] in- 
tercede for you. Remember that though 
Satan may sift you as wheat, Christ will 
be praying for you; and you will not 
fail in the testing, but will be made a 
strong servant of the most high God. 


The Hawaiian Tour 
With Christian Fellowship 


HIS second tour to Hawaii has been 

arranged because of the demands for 
it from among the tourists of former 
years who have gone to Alaska through 
the Inside: Passage, and because of the 
success of the tour of last year. It will 
start ‘from Chicago October 7 and re- 
turn thereto November 1. 

The train ride westward to Seattle 
in the Vista-Dome North Coast Limited 
of the Northern Pacific Railway is most 
beautiful and interesting, and creates a 
keen anticipation to see more of what is 
ahead. ‘A full day in Seattle with over- 
night accommodations at the fine 
Olympic Hotel and a most enjoyable 
sight-seeing tour of the city are. plan- 
ned. Then, a fine daylight flight in a 
Pan American Douglas DC-7 plane will 
land the party in Honolulu, the hub 
of these exotic Islands, in the tropical 
waters of the Pacific. The eleven days 
to be spent on the islands will never 
be forgotten. The best of hotels will 
be used by the party, part of the time 
in the Moana, and part in the Royal 
Hawaiian, both of which are situated on 
Waikiki Beach. A flight and overnight 
stays are arranged to the Islands of 
Kauai and Hawaii, with sight-seeing on 
these islands. Here will be seen great 
volcanic craters, and lush growth of pine- 
apple and sugar cane, and everywhere 
brilliantly colored flowers and shrubs. 
Travelers should not forget to bring 
their cameras and color film, because 
opportunities for unusual photography 
are numerous. 

The climax of the tour will be the 
return trip to the mainland, to the port 
of San Francisco on the SS. Lurline, 
the famous Matson Navigation Com- 
pany’s flagship. These days will provide 
the rest and relaxation that make these 
sailings so beneficial to everyone. A 
good time will be spent in San Fran- 
cisco with the Hotel Manx as the home 
of the party while there. A sight-see- 
ing tour to the Civic Center, Mission 
Dolores, Twin Peaks, St. Francis Wood, 
and other residential areas; Golden 
Gate Park, Seal Rocks, Lincoln Park, 
The Presideo, and the Marina will be 
enjoyed. The dayjight train ride 
through California to Los Angeles will 
be packed with fine scenery; and after 
two days in Los Angeles, where the 
party will stay at the Biltmore Hotel 
and have time to see America’s third 
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Lesson for Augdst 4 


largest city, the trip eastward on the 
Santa Fe’s “Chief” will bring to an end 
this unusual tour. 

Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, Executive Vice- 
President and Secretary of THE SUNDAY 
ScHoo. Times, together with Mrs. 
Jaeger, will accompany the _ tour 
throughout. A card addressed to him at 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, will 
bring to you an attractive illustrated 
folder which will give all details. 


Princess Wilhelmina's Testimony 
(Continued from page 564) 


against the shortcomings in human re- 
lations and would prove its dynamic 
and convincing power to all who 
would try to resist it. 

It would be the foundation for a 
better society. 

Dear friends, look at our torn, di- 
vided world. Is it not now high time 
to show forth this power as it ought 
to be: a living reality in all our doings 
in daily life? 

PRINCESS WILHELMINA, 
Het Loo, the Netherlands. 
May, 1956. 


An Enthusiastic Subscriber 
(Continued from second page) 


tinue on the staff for years. Essential 
requirements are that they be conse- 
crated Christian men and women of 
experience, who accept the whole Bible 
as the verbally inspired and infallible 
Word of God in the original manu- 
scripts, who know it thoroughly, and 
who are able to give helpful instructien 
and suggestions to teachers of others. 
The Editors are deeply and continually 
grateful for the skill, loyalty, and faith- 
fulness of the writers of the several les- 
son articles in the TIMEs. 

If you share the opinions of the New 
York reader, why not introduce the 
paper to some of your friends who are 
not taking it? This is easy to do, by 
means of the 13-weeks Get-Acquainted- 
Subscriptions at $1 each ($1.10 in Can- 
ada in U.S. dollars). This will give 
them a variety of articles on the Inter- 
national Uniform Sunday Schoo] Les- 
son for a whole quarter, besides many 
other good things, and a chance to know 
and use the paper. 

Anyone who sends in five new 13-weeks 
subscriptions will receive, free of 
charge, a copy of “Through Gates of 
Splendor,” by Elisabeth Elliot—the com- 
plete, authentic story of the massacre 
of five missionaries by the Auca Indians 
of Ecuador. Send all subscriptions, with 
check or money order, to The Sunday 
School Times Co., 325 N. 13th St., Phila- 
delphia 5. 

we 

When a man prepares a feast, men 
rush in, but when God prepares one, 
they all begin to make excuses, and 
don’t want to go.—D. L. Moody. 
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Children at Home 


“Little Grey Woman” 
A true story 


ESUS said, 
“Suffer the little children to come 
unto me, and forbid them not” (Mark 
10:14). ’ 


I am a little Navajo Indian girl five 
years old. I live in a great big coun- 
try without any streets and buildings. 
My father tells me the white people call 
it the desert. It is covered with all 
kinds of weeds and bushes and we have 
some trees, too. Some of the bushes 
and weeds and trees are good for food 
and medicine. 

The house I live in is called a hogan. 
It is round and is made of logs and mud 
and has one room. There are seven in 
our family. We cook our mutton, bread, 
and coffee around the open fire, and we 
sleep on sheepskins around the fire, too, 
right on the ground. 

We have sheep, and we children have 
to go out and watch them while they 
nibble the grass that grows under the 
bushes. That is their only food. When 
the snow is on the ground they have a 
hard time getting food and we get so 
cold trying to find it for them. We girls 
have to learn to card, spin, and weave 
the wool from their backs, too. Our 
family depends upon our rugs for our 
living. We have to go for wood and 
water, too, 

I like best at night when we can all 
sit around the fire and talk. Father is 
home then. My father’s name is Daga- 
zhin (Black Whiskers). He is a police- 
man. He tells us many stories. And 
we children play with the toys the 
“enishodis” give us. 

Do you know who the “enishodis” 
are? My father tells me that before I 
was born some white people who love 
the Navajos and have a Black Book 
came out to live in Oraibi. The Black 
Book tells about the true God who lives 
in Heaven. My people love the “eni- 
shodis” and believe the story they tell, 
and they pray to the true God. 

My sister says she used to be afraid 
of these white people, but not now, for 
she found out that they love little chil- 
dren. They showed us a picture of 
Jesus putting His hands on the heads of 
little children and said that they love 
us because He did. They like to hold 
us on their laps and they always bring 
us some candy which they say their 
friends send for us. 

I have never been afraid of them be- 
cause I have always known them, My 
mother said they gave her some baby 
clothes for me when I was born. Wasn't 
that nice? Once when my mother was 
sick I lived with the “enishodis” in 
their pretty house for seven days. I had 
such a good time. They combed the 
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With the slo “A Nickel a Night for Africa’s 
ight” we al THE 


us ch our latest project, 
SUDANEERS. This is an organization within 
the Sudan United Mission which all supporters 
and friends may have the pleasure of joining. 
With your membership card we will send you 
“Verite,” a smiling African Miss. Her he 
rests on an attractive plastic mite box. 

Simply send 50 cents as members’ fee and 
your mite box will be sent you. Enroll the 
entire family. 


Sudan UNITED Mission Dept. T 
14 Park Road, Toronto, Canada 


Enclosed is $---.--. Please send ---mite boxes. 
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BEREAN BIBLE SCHOOL 
1020 S. Hall Street Allentown, Pa. 
Jansen E. Hartman, President 
EVANGRLICAL PREMILLENNIAL 


Offering three-year courses in Theology, Missions, 
and Christian Education. ; 


Further information given on request 
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"THe “SURRY” StOOL ils 


bugs out of my hair and kept me bathed 
and dressed in clean clothes. I slept in 
a bed and ate at the table. 

We have a new little baby boy in our 
hogan and he looks so pretty in the nice 
jacket and quilt the “enishodis” gave us 
for him. My mother says that God has 
been good to us to give us such friends. 
I think so, too. 

When they come to see us they sing 
songs about Jesus and we are learning 
to sing them, too. I like the one best 
that tells us that the Black Book says 
that Jesus loves us. He loaves little ones 
like me. 

I hope that the true God will let me 
go to schoo] so that I can learn more 
from that Black Book. You ask Him, 
will you? My name is Asdzan Thlibahi 
Yaz, which means “Little Grey Woman.” 





“Little Grey Woman,” whom we 
named Grace, died before she had a 
chance to come to our school. There 
are thousands of other little girls just 
like her. Will you pray for them? 


With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 








The Pattern of Authority. By Bernard 
Ramm, B.D., Ph.D. (Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $1.50.) 
This volume is the second in a series 
entitled “Pathway Books,” the purpose 
of which is to acquaint readers with vital 
The 
problem in the present book is involved 
in every important religious discussion: 
how does God express His authority? 
Taking his cue from the writings of 
Augustine and the Reformers, Ramm 
defends the right of private judgment, 
the inerrancy of the Scriptures, and the 
testimony of the Holy Spirit to authen- 
ticate the objective revelation. The 
second part of the volume is a critique 
of Romanism, Modernism, Neo-Ortho- 
doxy, and the kerygmatic school. Al- 
though the layman will inevitaby find 
some parts of the book hard going, he 
will also find here some of the answers 
he needs for dealing with unbelievers 
when this knotty problem arises. 


A Child’s Thought of God. By Hellen 
Drummond Asher. (Rand McNally & 
Co., Chicago 80; 75 cents.) God, the 
mighty Creator, who has made “all 
things bright and beautiful,” in order 
that His creatures may enjoy His handi- 
work, is made real and personal for 
the small child by the lovely pictures 
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and. simple wording of this attractive 
little book. Some of the magnificent 
truths of Psalm 104 are brought within 
the understanding of the preschool 
child by language that a tiny tot might 
use in speaking of his loving Heavenly 
Father. This is a companion book to 
“My Bible Book” and “My Prayer 
Book”—the same size (6% by 7% ins.) 
and price. It has board covers, good 
binding, and an attractive jacket, and 
will make an acceptable addition to the 
child’s library. 


Susan’s Conquest. By Deborah Ben- 
nett. (Children’s Special Service Mis- 
sion, 5 Wigmore St., London W. 1; 6s.) 
“Was it such a sin to ride a horse that 
was not her own?” questioned Susan 
Merewether after she had been soundly 
scolded by her uncle for riding the 
beautiful dapple gray, Stardust. The 
mystery of Stardust was only one of 
many mysteries and adventures that 
filled the life of this Australian high 
school girl who came to live with her 
aunt and uncle when her mother be- 
came ill. It was only as she learned 
to depend on the Lord that Susan 
gained victory over her cousin Peter, 
who hated her; the girls at school, who 
misunderstood her; the smugglers, who 
threatened to carry her and Peter out 
to sea; and Peggy, whose jealousy al- 
most ruined Susan’s opportunity to re- 
ceive first prize in an art contest. But 
her most important conquest was the 
victory that she won over herself when 
she learned to trust the Lord for every- 
thing. Teen-age girls will find the story 
of Susan’s conquest absorbing reading 
and an inspiring encouragement to them 
when they are confronted by similar 
problems in their school and home life. 


The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By Jolin W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, August 4 


1. Keeping My Christian Promises 
(1 Cor. 15:58; Deut. 4:1-10) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

EEPING one’s promises is a funda- 

mental quality of good character. 
It is important for those of every age 
to keep their word, but it is especially 
important for young folks who are at 
the threshold of life, for upon this foun- 
dation stone rests the confidence that 
others will have in you and in your 
word.. If you can establish in the minds 
of those who know you an assurance 
that, when you give your word, you 
will keep it at any cost, or, if that is 
impossible, you will go to the one to 
whom you gave your promise and tell 
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him why you cannot keep it, you have 
gone a very long way toward building 
an enviable and invaluable reputation, 
and one that will repay you all through 
life in whatever work you undertake. 
All that is worth while in business, so- 
cial, economic, and political relation- 
ships rests upon the confidence that men 
place in the word of others. When that 
confidence is missing or betrayed, dis- 
aster and chaos and distrust are the re- 
sults. 
ve 

The Christian of all persons must be 
scrupulous about giving and keeping his 
word, and this week's topic should cause 
us to review some of the promises we 
make as Christians and to examine our- 
selves to see how we measure up to 
promises we have made. 

ye 

If you have joined a Christian church, 
undoubtedly you made some promises 
at the time. Do you remember what 
these were? Membership promises vary 
somewhat in different denominations, 
and sometimes even vary in churches 
of the same denomination. However, 
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they should and probably did include 
an expression of your acceptance of 
Christ as your Saviour and of your 
trust, not in your own worthiness, but 
in His merits, and made some mention 
of your dependence on His death and 
intercession. In many denominations, 
a promise is required that you will 
guard against all things contrary to the 
teaching of God’s Word; that. you will 
endeavor to live a holy life, following 
the commands of God; and that you 
will give reverent attendance upon the 
appointed means of grace in the minis- 
try of the Word and the public and pri- 
vate worship of God. 
v8 

You may find it profitable for this 
particular meeting of your young peo- 
ple’s group to ask your pastor to outline 
briefly what are the promises required 
for joining your church, and to explain 
what they mean. It is important that, 
as Christians, depending on the Lord 
Jesus for salvation, and as believers in 
His Word, we understand that, while 
such promises are made before men, 
they are really made to God. When you 
fail to keep such promises, you are not 
only failing to keep your word to men, 
but you are also failing to do what you 
have promised to God. You not only 
weaken your own character, and dis- 
credit His church and other believers 
in the eyes of the world, but you dis- 
credit the Lord Jesus Himself. Can 
you honestly say that you have con- 
scientiously met and kept the promises 
you have thus made when you became 
a church member? 


Most Christian young people’s socie- 
ties have a promise or pledge that is 
required of those desiring to become 
members. If you do not recall what 
these promises are then you will do 
well to refresh your mind about them. 
The Christian Endeavor pledge should 
be familiar to most of us, and it is typi- 
cal of the promises made in joining most 
young people’s groups. It includes: 
(1) a promise, in Christ’s strength, to 
strive to do whatever He would have 
you do; (2) to pray and read the Bible 
every day; (3) to endeavor to lead a 
Christian life throughout your whole 
lifetime; (4) to be true to all duties as 
members of your group; (5) to be pres- 
ent and take some part, other than sing- 
ing, in every meeting, unless hindered 
by some reason that you can conscien- 
tiously give to Christ. The requirements 
of such a promise or pledge are not un- 
reasonable nor should they be burden- 
some, and following them sincerely will 
contribute immeasurably to your prog- 
ress in the Christian life. How do you 
measure up here? Your loyalty to such 
a pledge will strengthen your own life 
and will increase the effectiveness and 


‘influence of your society and of your 


church, 
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Then there are undoubtedly some 
other Christian promises you have made. 
Most of us, when we have gotten into a 
tight place, into some difficulty, or have 
been seriously ill, have told God that, if 
He will only deliver or heal us, we will 
be careful to serve Him more faithfully. 
But it is all too true that many sickbed 
promises have been forgotten in good 
health. Are there any such unkept 
promises standing against your account? 


If, as we have thought over some of 
the promises we have made to God, our 
hearts have condemned us, what re- 
course have we? God’s Word tells us 
that even when we are unfaithful “he 
abideth faithful: he cannot deny him- 
self’ (2 Tim. 2:13), and that “the Lord 
is faithful, who shall stablish you, and 
keep you from evil” (2 Thess. 3:3). His 
promise to us is, “If we confess our sins, 
he is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from al] un- 
righteousness” (1 John 1:9). Our 
Heavenly Father stands ready to forgive 
us and to cleanse us if we will go to 
Him and confess our failures, and, if we 
will let Him, He will keep us from stum- 
bling (Jude 24) and enable us to be 
steadfast and trustworthy. Will you 
let Him do this in your life? 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES (Lesson for Aug. 4) July 20, 1957 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


July 29 to August 4 


Mon., July 29.—Ruth 1:1-10. 
Back to Canaan. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “On the way... 
unto the land of Judah.” Widowhood 
has its rich blessings as well as its deep 
despair and griefs. Naomi learned after 
her three bereavements how gracious is 
the God of the widow. The widows 
of the Bible learned more of God and 
His loving-kindness in their deep sor- 
rows than could ever have been ac- 
quired in days of comfort and ease. 
Happy endings to times of grief are in 
store for all God’s suffering people. 
“The love of Jesus, what it is, none 
but His sufferers know” (Spurgeon’s 
version). Pray for the LeTourneau 
Christian Camp, Canandaigua, N. Y. 


Tues., July 30.—Ruth 1:14-22. 
Ruth and Naomi. 
PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “And Ruth said, 
Intreat me not to leave thee, or to re- 
turn from following after. thee: for 
whither thou goest, I will go; and where 
thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people 
shall be my people, and thy God my 
God.” The mistakes of God’s people 
can be tremendous. Had not God over- 
ruled Naomi’s suggestions that Ruth re- 
turn to her people and her gods, think 
what would have been lost (see Ruth 
4:16-22 with Matt. 1:5). God’s way is 
always the best way. Our own way is 
dangerous and sorrowful. Pray for the 
Great Smoky Mountains Bible Confer- 
ence, Bryson City, N. C. 


Wed., July 31.—Ruth 2:1-13. 
Gleaning in the Field. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Her hap was to 
light on a part of the field belonging unto 
Boaz, who was of the kindred of Elime- 
lech.” The Bible has many accounts of 
individuals whose footsteps were guided 
of God. “Man’s goings are of the Lord; 
how can a man then understand his own 
way?” (Prov. 20:24.) Particular provi- 
dential experiences come most to those 
who are in the way of the Lord. All 
God’s paths are mercy and truth to 
such as keep His covenant. He leadeth 
into green pastures and beside still 
waters. God-guided footsteps, blessed 
and holy contacts, merciful unions in 
life and labor, are all of grace and all 
of God. The Lord,knoweth the way 
that you take. May His favor meet 
with you at every turn. Pray for the 
Children’s Bible Mission, Lakeland, Fla. 


Thurs., Aug. 1.—Ruth 2:14-23. 
Ruth Favored. 


Prayer Svuccestions: “Handfuls of 
purpose.” All gleaners in God-chosen 


fields have tokens of His mindful love. 
The grace of Boaz was good, but the 
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ is in- 
finitely richer. If you are obeying His 
invitation to glean in His fields, you are 
preparing yourself for experiencing the 
riches of His grace and kindness. “Ask, 
O, why such grace to me? God hath 
put me in the number of the Saviour’s 
family” (from Watts and Rippon’s Col- 
lection of Hymns). Tokens of God’s 
unforgetting love, more than can be 
asked or thought, may be your blessed 
portion while abiding in His field, Pray 
for the New England Keswick, Mon- 
terey, Mass. 


Fri., Aug. 2.—Ruth 4:1-11. 
A Friendly Relative. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “So Boaz took 
Ruth, and she was his wife.” This near 
kinsman fulfilled his God-willed duty. 
His obedience to the divine command 
governing in the case, has not only hon- 
orable mention but the praise of men 
and blessing of God. Is the will of God 
supreme in your life? Do you make it 
your care to observe your Lord’s will? 
If so, along that pathway you will find, 
more than you can imagine, how good 
the Lord is to them that obey His com- 
mandments. Pray for the Quarryville 
Bible Conference, Quarryville, Pa. 


Sat., Aug. 3.—Ruth 4:14-22. 
A Name in Israel. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “His name... 
famous in Israel.” The name of Boaz 
appears in the genealogy of Christ as 
well as in other Bible references. And 
will the Lord of Glory own your name 
among “the followers of the Lamb”? 
The marvelous grace of God, in calling 
us into the fellowship of His Son and 
in giving us a place among them that 
are sanctified, is something that we 
shall sing about forever (Rev. 1:5). Is 
your name “written in heaven”? (Luke 
10:20). Pray for the Christian and Mis- 
sionary Alliance Bible Conferences. 


Sun., Aug. 4.—Psalm 142. 
Prayer for Protection. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I cried unto 
thee, O Lord: I said, Thou art my 
refuge and my portion in the land 
of the living.” This is a psalm of 
David when pursued by Saul and 
hiding in a cave. Situations and cir- 
cumstances may be such in your life 
that you are hemmed in by hostile 
forces and in imminent danger of 
being swallowed up by the enemy of 
your soul. Remember that God is 
always a present help in trouble. The 
trouble with much help is that it is 
not at hand when we need it: but 
God is ever near. How near? Nearer 
than hands and feet and breath. So 
call upon the name of the Lord. He 
is Lord of circumstances as well as 
Lord of all. Pray for the Ben Lippen 
Conference, Asheville, N. C. 
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